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LOCAL  GOVERNS 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MED 

URBAN  SANITARY  D 


(A)  TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  i 

to  Diseases , 


Names  of  Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics  ;  public  institutions 
being  shown  as  separate 
localities. 

{Columns  for  Population  and 
Births  are  in  Table  B.) 

Mortality  from  all  causes  at 

subjoined  ages. 

Mort 

— 

At  all  ages 
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under  5 
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>-0  5 

15  years  and 
under  25 

25  years  and 
under  65 

65  years  and 

upwards 

Smallpox 

j  Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

ROWLEY  REGIS 
URBAN  DISTRICT 

650 

r~^ 

N 

<M 

139 

25 

35 

120 

104 

Under  5 

0 
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II 

5  upwds. 

0 

2 

c 

Deaths  occuring  outside  the 

| 

Under  5 

1  °. 

0 

G 

district  among  persons  belong¬ 
ing  thereto 

18 

I 

I 

0 
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0 

10 

*7 

5  upwds. 

1  0 

0 

(B)  Table  of  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CA. 

the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  i8p8, 
Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics  ;  Public  Institu¬ 
tions  being  shown  as  separate 
localities. 

Population 
at  all  ages. 

IP. 

New 

Cases  of  Sicki 
knowledge  of 

Last  Census. 

Estimated  to 
middle  of  1898. 

Registered  Birth 

Aged  under  5 
or  over  5 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membrane 

Croup. 

ROWLEY  REGIS 
URBAN  DISTRICT. 

,Under  5 

0 

4S 

2 

5 

30791 

35200 

1 336 

5  upw'ds. 

0 

52 

3 

2 

Is  “Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  '5  Compulsory  in  the  District  ?— Ye 

the  District  ? — Isolation  Hospital  Tividale,  used  for  En 


BOARD  RETURNS. 


OFFICER  OF  HEALTH,  1898, 

T  OF  ROWLEY  REGIS. 

the  Rozvley  Regis  Urban  District ,  classified  according 
\nd  Localities. 


- - — - - - - - - 

i  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 


— 

FEVERS. 

Cholera 

Erysipelas. 

Measles 

W  hooping 

Cough 

Diarrhoea  and 
Dysentery. 
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ci 
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G  11 

-C  V 

X  LL 

Phthisis 

!  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia, 
and  Pleurisy. 

Heart 

Disease 
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Injuries 

All  other 

Diseases 

Total 

-» 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid. 

Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal, 
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F  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
Rowley  Regis  Urban  Diseases  ;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 


ch  Locality,  coming  to  the 
ical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Number  of  such  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  in 
the  several  Localities  for  Treatment  in  Isolation 

Hospital. 


x 

o 

Cl. 

’rt 


to 


o 


Ci 

G 


ci 

•— 

Ci 

O 

c n 


o 


o 


ci 

i— 

O) 

JC 

r~ 

O, 

Q 


o 


o 


Ci 

Vi 

~  S" 
y  2 

*5  C 


Fevers. 


at 

CL, 

H 


•r*  c 

a 

G 


41 


-O 

o 


G 

O 

U 


o 


to 

c 

55 

Cl 

01 


o 


o 


Ci 

■— 

o; 

a. 

Vi 

t J 

3 

Cl 


o 


ci 

S-, 

01 


O 


o 


c/i 

ci 

S' 

•n 

S~ 

w 


o 


o 


2  when  ? — February  1st,  1890.  Is  an  Isolation  Hospital  available  for 

rer  cases  cnly.  Previously  used  for  Small  Pox. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i  ve .  o  rg/detai  I  s/b30044753 


(A)  DEA  THS  Registered  during  the  year  1898. 

showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Locco. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics  ;  public  institutions 
being  shown  as  separate 
localities. 


ROWLEY  REGIS 
URBAN  DISTRICT 


Population. 

Registered  Births 

Census,  1891 

Estimated  to 

middle  of  189S 

Males 

j  Females 

1 

|  Total 

30791 

35200 

670 

666 

I335 

Deaths  occuring  outside  the  district  among  persons  belonging 

thereto  which  may  be  added  to  the  above  in  estimating  the 
rate  of  mortality. 


Mortality  from  all  cause 
subjoined  ages. 


At  all  ages 
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(B)  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SI  CENT 
during  the  year  1898,  enumerating  the  N 


Number  of  Cases 

Treated  a?id  the  Deaths  tho 

Smallpox. 

1 

|  Scarlatina. 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

Houses  infected . 

0 

I 

1  *2 

1 

5 

Total  cases  roported  among  per¬ 
sons  belonging  to  District 

Under  5 

0 

4§ 

2\: 

5  &  upwards. 

0 

52 

'J 

5 

Total  deaths  reported  among 
persons  belonging  to  District. 

Under  5 

0 

6 

1 

5  &  upwards 

0 

2 

01 

Cases  treated  in  Hospital  among 

Under  5 

0 

O 

0 

persons  belonging  to  District. 

5  &  upwards 

0 

O 

0 

Deaths  occuring  in  Hospital 
among  ^persons  belonging  to 
Dislrict 

Under  5  | 

0 

O 

0 

5  &  upwards 

0 

O 

0 

Is  “Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases'’  Compulsory  in  t: 
among  the  Diseases  notified  ? — No.  Is  Whooping  Cough  among 
District? — For  Small  Pox.  Has  been  used  tor  Enteric  Fever  cases; 

ed  according  to  Diseases ,  Ages ,  and  Localities ; 
i  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


Mortality  from  s 

ub joined  causes,  distinguishing  deaths  of  Children  under  5  years  of  Age 

FEVERS. 
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Smallpox 
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Membrane 

Croup 

1  Typhoid 

|  Enteric  or 
|  Typhoid. 

Continued 
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|  Puerperal. 

Cholera 

Erysipelas. 
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W  hooping 
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Diarrhoea  0 

Dysentery. 

Rheumatic 
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and  Pleurisy 
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Heart 
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|  Injuries 

All  other 

Diseases 

Total 
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45 

14 
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ng  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
■  Houses  Infected ,  the  Total  Number  of  Deaths ,  c/sy;  the 
?d  in  Infectious  Hospitals. 


Typhus 

Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Continued 

Fever 

Relapsing 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Cholera 

Erysipelas. 

1 

|  Measles. 

! 

Whooping 

Cough. 

0 

148 

0 

0 

4 

0 

55 

Not 

Notified 

0 

19 

0 

0 
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Not 

Notified 

0 

175 

0 
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4/ 

Not 

Notified 

0 
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0 
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EO  ! 
^  1 

1 

14 
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1 
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0 
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0 
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41 
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0 
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t? — Yes.  Since  when  ? — February  1st,  1890.  Is  Measles  included 
?ases  notified  ?  — No.  Is  an  Isolation  Hospital  available  for  the 
tember  last.  Area  of  District  in  acres  ? — 3670. 


igned,  f  G.  BEASLEY. \  M.O.H. 


ROWLEY  REGIS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


— o — 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  year  ending1  Dec.  31st,  1898 

— o  — 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  like  its  predecessors  will  contain  a  condensed 
report  of  the  Births,  Deaths,  Rates  of  Mortality  from  General  and 
Special  causes,  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  notified,  and  an  Epitome  of 
the  Sanitary  work  for  the  past  year. 

The  tables  I  to  V,  are  condensed  statistics  of  my  own  arrangement. 
The  Tables  A  and  B,  Local  Government  Forms,  and  A.  B  and  C, 
County  Council  Forms  are  as  demanded  by  those  two  bodies. 

The  calculations  are  all  based  on  an  estimated  population  of  thirty 
five  thousand  two  hundred  inhabitants. 


Sanitary  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict  of 

Rowley  Regis. 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Inhabited 

Houses 

Void 

Houses. 

Ropu 

Census 

1891 

ation. 

Estimated 
to  middle 
of  1898 

Tividale  Ward 

984 

554 

8 

2632 

Rowley  Regis  Ward 

H47 

954 

7 

5006 

Black  Heath  Ward 

188 

1249 

6 

5830 

Old  Hill  Ward 

599 

1981 

r> 

a 

9128 

Cradley  Heath  Ward 

552 

1770 

7 

8195 

Total 

3670 

6508 

3°79T 

3  5  200 

The  bulk  of  the  houses  are  old  ones  and  are  minus  damp  courses, 
whilst  nearly  all  the  outbuidings  are  without  spoutings. 

Tividale.  Loose  loam.  “  Sub-soil.”  Clay  and  Roche. 

City.  Water-logged. 

Rowley  Regis.  Practically  dry  to  within  a  depth  of  8  or  1  o  feet, 
Windmill  End.  Water-logged. 

Black  Heath.  Practically  dry  to  within  a  depth  of  8  or  io  feet 
Tump  Road.  Roche.  High  Street.  Sand. 


*S 


Old  Hill.  Clay  and  Blue  Roche.  Church  Street.  Water-logged. 

Cradley  Heath.  Clay  and  Blue  Roche.  Graingers  Lane,  Foxoak 
Street  and  Cokeland  Place,  Water-logged  in  parts. 

PROXIMITY  TO  WATER. 

Birmingham  Canal  runs  parallel  with  Tividale  and  is  within  a  dis¬ 
tance  varying  from  100  to  2co  yards. 

Rowley  —  Birmingham  Canal  at  Windmill  End. 

Black  Heath — Canal  Basin  and  Reservoir  at  Whiteheath  within 
300  yards.  Birmingham  Canal  on  lower  side  dividing  it  from  Old  Hill. 

Old  Hill — Birmingham  Canal  and  Mouse  Sweet  Brook. 

Cradley  Heath — River  Stour  on  lower  side  of  Division. 

District  veiy  undulating  |  Rowley  ...  722  feet  above  sea  level. 

(_  Oakham  ...  769  ,,  ,, 

Black  Heath  607  ,, 

Old  Hill  ...  387  „  ,, 

Cradley  Heath  346  ,,  ,, 

(  Tividale  •••  498  ,,  ,, 

f  City  ...  75° 

BIRTHS. 

One  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty  six  births  have  been 
registered  during  the  year  viz.— six  hundred  and  seventy  males  and  six 
hundred  and  sixty  six  females  giving  and  annual  birth  rate  of  37-9  per 
moo  of  inhabitants  as  against  3 7 '8  for  1897. 

MORTALITY  RETURNS. 

Six  hundred  and  fifty  deaths  have  been  registered,  viz  — three 
hundred  and  thirty  two  males  and  three  hundred  and  eighteen  females, 
giving  an  annual  death  rate  of  18-46  per  1000  of  inhabitants  as  against 
.73  for  1897. 

In  the  first  Quarter  One  hundred  and  sixty-six  deaths  were 
recoided,  viz,  :  Under  five  years  of  age  78 

Five  years  and  upwards  88 

In  the  second  quarter  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  deaths 
were  recorded,  viz.  :  Under  five  years  of  age  t  04 

Five  years  and  upwards  7  1 

In  the  third  quarter  One  hundred  and  sixty-five  deaths  were 
recorded,  viz.  :  Under  five  years  of  age  104 

Five  years  and  upwards  6 1 

In  the  fourth  quarter  One  hundred  and  forty-four  deaths 
were  recorded,  \iz.  :  Under  five  years  of  age  80 

Five  years  and  upwards  64 

650 
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ANALYSIS  OF  DEATH  RATE. 


Deaths  Registered 

227 

1.39 

25 

35 

55 

65 

104 


Groups  of  ages 

Under  1  year 
From  1  to  5  years 
„  5  to  1 5  years 

»»  z5  to  25  years 

,,  25  to  45  years 

,,  45  to  65  years 

,,  65  years  and 


Annual  Death  Rate 
1000  inhabitants. 
6'45 
3 '95 
7 1 

'99 
r56 

1-85 
2‘95 


upwards 


per 


650 


i8*46 


The  mortality  amongst  children  is  'unusually  high,  the  mortality 
returns  showing  a  marked  increase  over  those  for  last  year,  viz.  366 
under  five  years  of  age  as  against  3 1  5  for  last  year.  The  increase  is^  in 
the  group  of  one  to  five  years  viz  sixty-one- whilst  there  is  a  decrease 
of  ten  m  the  group  under  one  year.  Eighteen  deaths  occured  outside 
the  parish  amongst  persons  belonging  thereto.  Viz.  Fourteen  at  the 
Dudley  Workhouse  and  four  at  the  Guest  Hospital. 


These  deaths  have  been  certified  as  due  to  the  following  causes 


Scarlet  Fever... 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea 

Measles 

Enteric  Fever 

Other  Zymotic  diseases 

Injuries. 

Affection  of  Respiratory  Organs 
'Marasmus 
Dentition 

#  *  Convulsions  ... 

Debility  from  Birth 
^ All  other  causes 


6 

14 

3° 

45 

2 

3 
2 

63 

n 

24 

3° 

55 

75 


Total 


366 


*  Fifty. seven  of  these  occured  under  one  month. 


1  he  following  tables  shew  the  distribution  of  sickness  and  death 
from  the  notified  Zymotic  diseases  throughout  the  Parish  at  two  groups 
of  ages  in  specified  areas,  taking  each  ward  as  an  area  and  giving  the 
population  according  to  the  census  of  1891. 
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TIVIDALE  WARD. 
Population,  Census,  1891 
2632. 


Street  List. 

Bvades  Road. 

Dingle  Street. 

Brades  Row. 

Brades  Village. 

Salop  Street. 

Albion  Street. 

Roway  Lane. 

Dudley  Road. 

Upper  Chapel  Street. 

Britannia  Street. 

Lower  Chapel  Street. 

Tipton  Road. 

Groveland  Road. 

Crown  Bob  Colliery. 

Hange  Colliery. 

Parker’s  Lane. 

California  (back  of  Oak¬ 
ham  Colliery.) 

City. 

Lye  Cross. 

Darby’s  Hill. 

Oakham  (Mr.  Jones’  side, 
part  of). 
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33 
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Ul 


First  Quarter. 


Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

I 

1 

1 

1 

6 

I 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

i  Over  5  yrs. 

,  1 

1 

Second  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

— 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

— 

— 

2 

Third  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

4 

1 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

3 

1 

Fourth  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  c;  yrs. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

6 

i6 


ROWLEY  REGIS 

WARD. 

Population,  Census,  1891. 

5005- 

X 

0 

PH 

a 

£ 
c n 

Scarlet  Fever. 

- j 

Diphtheria. 

Croup. 

E 

Erysipelas. 

i 

Enteric  Fever. 

'  ; 

j  Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Cholera. 

Street  List. 

Oakham  (from  boundary 
by  Mr.  Jones’  to  Wheat- 
sheaf,  South  side). 

Turner’s  Hill. 

Birmingham  Road  (from 
Endowed  School  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Harper’s.) 

Rowley  Village. 

Siviter’s  Lane. 

Ross. 

Shepherd’s  Fold. 

Yew  Tree  Lane. 

Powke  Lane  (from 

Southall’s  to  canal). 

Moor  Lane. 

Bell  End. 

Church  Road. 

Hawes  Lane. 

Dudley  Road. 

Springfield  Lane. 

Dog  Lane  (above  Canal). 
Bullfield. 

Tippity  Green. 

Perry’s  Lake. 

Gadd’s  Green. 

Hailstone  Hill. 

Portway  Road. 

Throne. 

Whiteheath  Gate  (Chape 
side). 

Mincing  Lane  (above 
Oldbury  Road). 

First  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

4 

6 

2 

1 

— 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

— 

Second  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

— 

— 

[ 

Third  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

1 

Fourth  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Unuer  5  yrs. 

Over  e  vrs 

1 

1 

6 

1 

5 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

BLACKHEATH 

WARD. 

Population,  Census,  1891. 

5830- 

Small  Pox, 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Cholera. 

Street  List. 

Oldbury  Road. 

Mott  Street. 

Birmingham  Road 
(Nos.  14—68). 

High  Street  (except  small 
part  in  Rowley  Regis 
Ward. 

Short  Street. 

Causeway. 

Halesowen  Street. 

Hackett  Street. 

Cross  Street. 

John  Street. 

Union  Street. 

Darby  Street. 

Powke  Lane 
(Nos.  1 — 27). 

Terrace  Street. 

Tump  Road. 

Holly  Road. 

Whiteheath  Gate 
(Robinson’s  side). 

Mincing  Lane  (four  doors 
below  Oldbury  Road). 

Waterfall  Lane  (above 
canal). 

Tory  Street. 

Gorsty  Hill  Road. 

Granville  Road  (three 
houses  above  Canal). 

First  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  vrs. 

7 

5 

2 

3 

2 

1 7 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

1 

3 

— 

Second  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

3 

1 

2 

7 

12 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Third  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

2 

6 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

Fourth  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

13 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

3 
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OLD  HILL 

WARD. 

Population,  Census,  1891. 
9128. 

* 

X 

0 

pH 

« 

£ 

(/) 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Cholera. 

Street  List. 

Powke  Lane  (below  canal) 

Windmill  End. 

Dog  Lane  (below  canal). 

Halesowen  Road. 

Haden  Hill. 

Hayseech.  Pig  Lane. 

Waterfall  Lane  (below 
canal). 

Granville  Road. 

Beauty  Bank. 

Cherry  Orchard. 

Wright’s  Lane 

Lion  Road.  Wagon  St. 

King  St.  Elbow  St. 

I  Garratt’s  Lane. 

|  Best  St.  Cross  St. 
j  Queen  Street. 

Wellington  Street. 

Bank  St.  Dudley  St. 

Spring  Meadow. 

Trinity  St.  Mace  St. 

Siddaway  Street. 

Church  St.  Court  St, 

New  St.  Riddins  St, 

Holloway  (late  part  of 
Riddins  Street). 

Jackson  St.  (late  part  of 
Riddins  Street). 

Peartree  Street. 

Peartree  Lane  (Pack 
Horse  side). 

Lawrence  Lane  (the  whole 
except  part  in  Cradley 
Heath  Ward.) 

Claremont  Street. 

Reddal  Mill  Road  from 
No.  1  to  Lawrence  Lane 
on  one  side  and  from 
Recdall  Hill  Schools, 
back  to  the  Cross. 

First  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

3 

6 

1 

21 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

3 

Second  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

3 

4 

2 

1 

6 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

— 

4 

Third  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

3 

1 

6 

2 

24 

1 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

3 

I 

Fourth  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Unuer  5  yrs. 

Ov»r  c;  vrc 

9 

7 

1 

2 

23 

1 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

2 

2 

— 

r9 


CRADLEY  HEATH 

WARD. 

Population,  Census,  1891. 
8195. 

X 

0 

Pm 

« 

g 

c/5 

Scarlet  Fever.  8 

Diphtheria.  1 

Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Cholera. 

Street  List. 

Peartree  Lane  (part  of 
Pack  Horse). 

Petfbrd  St.  Pearson  St. 
Lawrence  Lane  (from  Pear 
tree  Lane  to  Reddal 
Hill,  T.  Parkes  &  Son’s 
side). 

Plant  Street. 

Reddall  Mill  Road,  (par* 
not  included  in  Old  Hill 
Ward). 

Park  Street.  Oak  Street 
Newtown  St.  Hingley  St. 
Spinner’s  End 

Holly  Hush  Street 
Merediih  St.  Allbutt  St. 
bt.  Luke’s  Street 

School  Street 

Lomey  I  own 

Sdverthorne  Lane 

Forge  Lane 

Wood’s  Lane 

Whitehall  Lane 

Compton  Road 

Scholding  Green  Road 

C rad  ley  Road 

Grainger  s  Lane 

Stour  Codierv 

Bee  Hive  Street 

Cokeland  Place 

Station  Street 

Chester  Road 

Corngreaves  Road 

Surfeit  Hill 

Queen  Street 

King  Street 

1  ibbetts’  Gardens 

High  Street 

Foxoak  Street 

Bank  Street 

Newtown  Lane 

First  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  vrs. 

2 

5 

T 

1 

3 

4 

— - 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  vrs. 

1 

Second  Quarter, 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

4 

6 

I 

X 

6 

1 1 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

1 

2 

Third  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

( Krer  c;  vrs. 

2 

I 

I 

3 

4 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

X 

2 

— 

Fourth  Quarter. 

Sickness 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  t;  vrs. 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

Newtown  Lane). 
Providence  Street. 

Deaths 

Under  5  yrs. 

Over  5  yrs. 

20 


Deaths  from 
Notified 
Causes. 

Deaths  from  Unnotified 
Infectious  Diseases 

Cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  Notified. 
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First  Quarter 

1 1 

2 

9 

12 

2 

4 

4 

2 

io5 

22 

83 

Second  ,, 

14 

5 

9 

44 

34 

6 

1 

3 

90 

28 

62 

Third  ,, 

H 

1 

13 

35 

9 

3 

1 

22 

72 

10 

62 

Fourth  ,, 

14 

3 

1 1 

7 

0 

2 

0 

5 

99 

23 

76 

)  Totals 

53 

42 

98 

45 

D 

6 

32 

366 

83 

283 

This  table  does  not  afford  very  pleasant  reading,  as  it  shews  that 
whilst  we  have  a  death  rate  of  1*5  per  1000  from  notified  causes,  we 
also  have  a  death  rate  of  2 '78  per  1000  from  unnotified  Infectious 
causes  or  a  grand  total  of  4  28  per  10 do  for  all  Infectious  Diseases. 
This  I  think  points  to  the  probability  that  Sanitarians  will  in  the 
measurable  future  devote  more  attention  to  these  scourges  of  infant  life 
viz.  Whooping  Cough,  Measles  and  Diarrhoea. 

For  a  tabulated  statement  of  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  see 
Tables  IV  &  V. 

For  a  Quarterly  death-rate  per  1000  inhabitants  see  Table  III. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

This  disease  though  still  prevalent  shows  a  very  considerable 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  reported  tins  year  as  against  those  for 
the  previous  year,  viz.  One  hundred  cases  with  eight  deaths  occuring 
in  seventy  families  as  against  1  hree  hundred  and  five  cases  with  fouiteen 
deaths  in  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  families.  I  he  general  type  of  the 
disease  has  been  mild,  similar  to  that  of  the  three  previous  years. 
Probably  the  disease  has  used  up  most  of  the  susceptible  material,  as 
the  modes  of  checking  it  we  now  employ  are  very  primitive,  viz.  : 
Sulphur  fumigation,  Confinement  of  patients  to  their  own  houses,  and 
prevention  of  children  from  infected  houses  attending  public  schools. 


The  disease  was  distributed  pretty  evenly  throughout  the  district 
and  was  most  prevalent  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Old  Hill 
and  Black  Heath  Wards  were  the  portions  of  the  paiish  most  affected. 
T  his  year  2'84  per  1000  of  the  total  population  were  attacked  as  against 
8-85  per  1  ooo  the  previous  year,  whilst  the  deaths  were  *22  per  1000  as 
against  '40  per  1000  last  year. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


Five  cases  with  one  death  occurring  in  five  families. 

The  first  case  was  reported  January  3rd,  from  Dudley  Road, 
Tividale.  There  was  offensive  water  in  the  cellar  and  the  ground  near 
the  house  which  was  saturated  with  old  drainage  matter  had  been 
recently  disturbed  in  making  connections  with  the  sewer.  A  case  had 
been  reported  from  this  house  in  the  previous  month. 

I  he  second  case  reported  January  22nd,  from  No.  40,  New  Town 
Lane.  There  was  a  badly  constructed  and  ill-ventilated  W.C.  emptying 
into  the  brook — other  surroundings  fairly  good. 

The  third  case  was  reported  from  No.  94,  Corngreaves  Road,  C. H. 
on  June  5th.  An  offensive  closet  and  ashpit  in  close  proximity  to 
house. 

The  fourth  case  was  reported  from  No  52,  High  Street,  B.H.,  on 
December  19th.  The  cellar  was  connected  to  the  storm  water  drain, 
other  surroundings  fairly  good.  The  diagnosis  of  this  case  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  Bacteriological  Examination  at  Mason  College,  Birmingham, 

The  fifth  case  was  reported  December  30th,  fro  n  Du  lley  Road, 
Tividale.  The  house  connections  to  the  sewer  had  just  been  completed, 

I  here  was  a  large  and  offensive  closet  in  yard. 

MEMBRANEOUS  CROUP. 

Seven  cases  were  notified  as  occurring  in  six  families,  One  death. 
Offensive  closets  and  defective  drainage  were  the  chief  sanitary  defects 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  two  cases  at  No.  70,  Dudley  Road, 
Tividale,  they  were  all  unconnected.  In  the  last  mentioned  case  the 
house  was  in  such  a  dilapidated,  filthy,  and  unsanitary  condition  that 
Orders  were  applied  for  to  have  it  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

ff  his  disease  commenced  in  the  previous  year  and  was  scattered 
over  the  whole  of  the  parish.  This  year  it  assumed  an  epidemic  form. 
No  less  than  one  hundred  and  ninety  four  cases  having  been  reported 
as  occurring  amongst  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  families  causing 
thirty-eight  deaths.  During  the  quarter  ending  March  31st  fifty-one 
cases  were  reported  with  seven  deaths. 

Six  cases  and  one  death  occurred  in  the  Tividale  Ward 

One  case  ,,  ,,  Rowley  Regis  Ward 

Nineteen  cases  &  three  deaths  ,,  Black  Heath  Ward 

Twenty-one  cases  &  three  deaths  ,,  Old  Hill  Ward 

Four  cases  „  Cradley  Heath  Ward 

Total  Fifty-one  cases  and  seven  deaths. 
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During  the  quarter  ending  June  30th,  forty-six  cases  and  eleven 
deaths  were  reported. 


Seven  cases  and  two  deaths  occurred  in  the  Tividale  Ward 


Two  cases 

Nineteen  cases  &  three  ,, 
Eight  cases  and  four  ,, 
Eleven  cases  and  two  ,, 


,,  Rowley  Regis  Ward 
,,  Black  Heath  Ward 
„  Old  Hill  Ward 
„  Cradley  Heath  Ward 


Total  Forty  seven  cases  and  eleven  deaths. 


During  the  quarter  ending  September  30th,  forty-two  cases  and 
nine  deaths  were  reported. 


Four  cases  and 
Two  cases  and 
Six  cases 

Twenty-six  cases  and  three  deaths 
Four  cases  and  two  deaths 


three  deaths  occured  in  the  Tividale  Ward 
one  death  „  Rowley  Regis  Ward 

Black  Heath  Ward 
Old  Hill  Ward 
Cradley  Heath  Ward 
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Total  Forty-two  cases  and  nine  deaths. 


During  the  quarter  ending  December  31st. 
and  six  deaths 


Five  cases  and  six  deaths  occurred  in  the  Tividale  Ward 
Six  cases  ,,  ,,  Rowley  Regis  Ward 

Fifteen  cases  and  three  deaths  ,,  ,,  Black  Heath  Ward 

Twenty  four  cases  and  two  deaths  ,,  „  Old  Hill  Ward 

Four  cases  ,,  „  Cradley  Heath  Ward 


Total  Fifty-four  cases  and  eleven  deaths, 


The  three  following  Special  Reports  have  been  sent  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  to  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 


March  19th,  1898, 

To  the  Right  Honourable  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 


Sir, 

I  have  to  report  the  outbreak  of  a  number  of  cases  of  Enteric 
Fever,  in  the  Rowley  Regis  Urban  Sanitary  District.  Forty  cases  have 
been  notified  from  January  1st  to  March  19th.  The  following  is  a 
table  shewing  the  number  of  cases  notified  per  week  in  each  ward. 


Names  of 

W  ards 

January 

February, 

March 

8 

15 

22 

29 

5 

12 

19 

26 

5 

12 

19 

Total 

Tividale  ... 

1 

r 

1 

1 

4 

Rowley  Regis 

Black  Heath 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

I 

6 

19 

Old  Hill 

1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

16 

CradleyHeath 

1 

r 

4 

2  1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

6 

5 

14 

40 

The  majority  of  these  cases  are  disconnected  the  only  exceptions 
being.  Two  in  one  family  at  No.  170  High  Street,  Black  Heath,  Two 
in  one  family  at  No  95  High  Street,  Blackheath.  Three  in  one  family 
at  1 1  2  Waterfall  Lane.  Three  in  one  family  at  No.  5  Crown  Bob  Fields, 
I  ividale,  and  three  in  one  family  at  No.  253  Halesowen  Road,  Old  Hill 
Ihe  milk  supply  of  the  district  is  very  vaiied,  scarcely  any  two  of  the 
patients  getting  their  milk  from  the  same  source.  Many  of  them  have 
partaken  of  shell-fish,  notably  mussels  within  a  fortnight  of  their  illness. 
Deep  sewerage  operations  are  being  carried  on  throughout  the  district, 
more  especially  in  the  Blackheath  and  Old  Hill  Ward.  The  fever  has 
occurred  chiefly  in  those  wards  in  which  this  extensive  disturbance  of 
the  soil  is  taking  place. 


Two  samples  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company’s 
water  were  analysed  the  latter  part  of  last  year  with  rather  unsatisfactory 
results.  One  sample  was  said  to  contain  organic  matter  (apparently  of 
vegetable  matter)  more  than  is  desirable  in  a  drinking  water.  The 
second  sample  the  analyst  certified  as  “  not  a  first-rate  water  but  in  its 
present  condition  one  he  really  could  not  condemn.”  The  patients  are 
all  treated  at  home  as  we  have  no  means  of  isolating  them,  and  d is 
infectants  are  freely  distributed  and  instructions  are  given  for  all  water 
and  milk  to  be  boiled  before  being  used. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  G.  BEASLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Rowley 
Regis  Urban  District  Council. 
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REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
on  the  prevalence  of  Enteric  Fever  in  the  Rowley  Regis  Urban 
District  from  January  ist,  to  June  30th,  1898, 

Rowley  Regis,  Sept.  8th,  1898. 
MR.  CHAIRMAN  &  GENTLEMEN, 

During  the  half  year  ending  June  30th,  1898,  ninety  eight 

cases  have  been  notified  and  eighteen  deaths  have  been  registered. 
Fifty-one  cases  with  seven  deaths  occurred  in  the  quarter  ending  March 
31st,  and  Forty-seven  cases  with  eleven  deaths  in  the  quarter  ending 
June  30th.  The  following  Table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  Epidemic 
throughout  the  different  wards  of  the  parish. 


Quarter  ending  March  31st. 

Quarter  end  n 

g  June 

3°th. 

Names  of  Wards. 

Cases  reported 

Deaths. 

Cases  reported 

Deaths 

Under 

5 

Over  5 

Under 

5 

Over  5 

Under 

5 

Over  5 

Under 

5 

Over  5 

Tividale 

0 

6 

0 

l 

I 

6 

0 

2 

Rowley  Regis  ... 

0 

1 

0 

0 

I 

1 

1 

0 

Black  Heath 

2 

17 

0 

3 

10 

9 

1 

I 

Old  Hill 

0 

21 

0 

-y 

3 

I 

6 

0 

3 

Cradley  Heath  ... 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

12 

c 

3 

2 

49 

0 

7 

13 

34 

2 

9 

The  most  prominent  sanitary  defects  noticed  in  the  surroundings 
of  the  fatal  cases  were  damp  and  dirty  houses — 1  hree.  Contaminated 
well  at  Groveland— Three,  (Six  cases  including  fatal  ones  are  trace¬ 
able  to  using  water  from  this  source).  Defective  Ashpits  and  Closets 
Five.  Contaminated  Wells  (One  at  9  Lomey  Town,  One  at  66  Plants 
Green) — 'I' wo.  Offensive  Drain  in  Wash-house — One.  Offensive 

Soft-water  Cistern  in  Back-kitchen — One,  And  in  addition  to  these, 
three  of  the  patients  contracted  the  disease  outside  the  parish  and 
came  home  to  die. 

Amongst  the  non  fatal  cases  the  chief  apparent  causes  were 
unsanitary  Ashpits  and  Closets,  Defective  drainage,  contaminated  water. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  year  shelhfish  formed  a  considerable  item  in  the 
food  supply  but  1  could  not  trace  any  direct  connection  between  that  and 
the  disease.  Milk  is  but  sparingly  used  and  is  obtained  ftom  numeious 
sources,  and  in  this  I  failed  to  established  any  connection.  A  curious 
coincidence  has  forced  itself  upon  my  notice — Deep-drainage  opeiations 
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are  being  carried  on  throughout  the  parish  and  as  the  work  proceeds 
the  fever  follows  on  in  those  streets  that  have  been  disturbed.  Close 
proximity  of  closets  with  their  deep  (often)  damp  and  capacious  middens 
to  the  houses  and  the  consequent  necessary  removal  of  night  soil, 
defective  diainage  and  contaminated  water,  are,  in  my  opinion  the  chief 
causes  of  the  present  epidemic. 

1  he  measures  adopted  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disease  consist 
in  a  close  attention  to  the  quality  of  the  water  supply.  Samples  of 
water  from  twenty  two  wells  supplying  sixty-two  houses  have  been 
analysed  and  all  of  them  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  domestic 
use.  The  bulk  of  the  houses  are  supplied  with  the  South  Staffordshire 
Water  Works  Company’s  Water,  but  complaints  have  been  rife  as 
regards  its  intermittent  supply  and  its  quality,  and  numerous  com 
munieations  have  taken  place  between  the  Council  and  the  Company. 
Samples  of  it  have  at  intervals  been  analysed  both  chemically  and 
bacteriologically  and  the  result  has  not  been  so  satisfactory  as  one  could 
wish  although  the  water  was  always  pronounced  fit  for  use. 

House  drains  are  being  connected  with  the  sewers  as  soon  as  they 
are  fit  to  receive  them.  Water-closets  are  being  substituted,  wherever 
the  opportunity  occurs,  for  the  present  objectionable  middens,  and  wells 
that  have  been  condemned  are  ordered  to  be  filled  up. 


There  are  no  means  of  isolation  so  the  patient  are  treated  in  their 
own  homes  They  are  supplied  with  disinfectants  viz  -  Carbolic  Acid 
Powder  and  Sanitas  Oil  with  instructions  how  to  use  them.  They  are 
instructed  to  boil  all  water  and  milk  before  using  it,  also  to  bury  in  the 
earth  (after  disinfecting)  all  discharges  from  the  body.  The  bed,  bed¬ 
clothes,  and  clothing  are  all  disinfected  at  the  Council’s  ’steam 
Disinfector,  and  hand-bills  are  distributed  warning  the  people  how  to 
act  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  G.  BEASLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Rowley 
Regis  Urban  District  Council. 


SPECIAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  Prevalence  of  Enteric  Fever 
in  the  Rowley  Regis  Urban  District,  including  the  returns  for  the  last 

month  being  a  continuation  of  the  special  report  for  the  half  yearendin0- 
June  30th  & 
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MR.  CHAIRMAN  &  GENTLEMEN, 

(ENTERIC  FEVER) 

Since  June  30th  (the  date  of  my  last  special  report)  up  to  Nov. 
oth,  seventy-two  cases  have  been  reported,  and  fifteen  deaths  have  been 
registered,  Forty-two  cases  and  nine  deaths  occurred  in  the  quarter 
ending  September  30th,  and  thirty  cases  and  six  deaths  occurred  in  the 
peiiod  ending  November  9th. 

The  following  is  a  weekly  return  of  the  cases  as  registered  :  — 


Period  ending 

July  2nd, 

No.  of 

cases 

O 

Week  ending 

„  9th. 

>1 

51 

3 

)> 

,,  16th. 

jj 

55 

1 

» » 

„  23rd. 

5  > 

55 

0 

» 

„  30th. 

!  1 

0 

55 

Aug.  6th. 

15 

55 

2 

5  * 

„  i3th- 

51 

•5 

0 

55 

,,  20th. 

5* 

5  1 

1 

5  ) 

„  27th. 

51 

55 

1 

55 

Sept.  3rd. 

Ji 

55 

4 

51 

„  10th. 

5) 

51 

9 

55 

,  17th. 

1  » 

55 

7 

5  5 

.,  24th. 

55 

5* 

9 

!  5 

Oct.  1  st. 

55 

55 

5 

11 

„  8th. 

55 

>5 

3 

55 

»  !5th- 

55 

55 

6 

)  J 

„  22  nd 

5) 

55 

1 1 

5? 

,,  ?9th 

55 

55 

7 

J! 

Nov.  5th. 

55 

55 

2 

Period  ending  ,,  9th. 

55 

55 

i 

Table  shewing  distribution  of  the  Epidemic  throughout  the  different 
Wards  of  the  Parish. 


Quarter  ending  Sept.  30th. 

Quarter  endin 

g  Nov.  9th. 

Names  of  Wards. 

Cases  reported 

Deaths. 

Cases  reported 

Deaths 

Under 

5 

Over  5 

Under 

5 

Over  5 

Under 

5 

Over  5 

Under 

5 

Over  5 

Tividale 

0 

4 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Rowley  Regis  ... 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Black  Heath 

0 

6 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 

2 

Old  Hill 

2 

23 

0 

j 

1 

14 

0 

1 

Cradley  Heath  ... 

0 

4 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

39 

0 

9 

4 

26 

0 

6 
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The  three  deaths  credited  to  Tividale  during  the  period  ending 
November  9th,  occurred  at  the  Infectious  Hospital. 

One  of  these  cases  came  from  Old  Hill,  and  two  from  Blackheath. 
Many  of  the  Sanitary  defects  mentioned  in  my  last  report  still  exist, 
although  continual  efforts  are  being  made  to  combat  them.  Our 
attention  has  been  chiefly  directed  to  the  water-supply  and  samples  from 
thirty  four  wells  and  two  cisterns  have  been  analysed,  with  the  result 
that  twenty-seven  of  the  wells,  and  the  two  cisterns  have  been  con¬ 
demned.  d  hree  are  under  analyses  and  two  of  the  wells  have  been 
passed  as  containing  good  water.  In  addition  to  this,  the  house 
connections  are  being  made  to  the  deep  drains  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Water-closets  are  being  substituted  for  the  old  midden-closets,  where 
practicable.  Izal  powder  and  sanitas  oil  are  distributed  to  all  notified 
cases,  and  the  Smalbpox  hospital  at  lividale  after  being  repaired  and 
thoroughly  disinfected  was  open  for  the  reception  of  the  Enteric  fever 
cases  on  September  26th.  Twenty-two  cases  have  been  isolated  there, 
of  which  three  are  dead,  five  are  convalescent,  and  fourteen  are  still 
under  treatment.  Several  of  the  latter  will  be  discharged  at  the  end  of 
the  week,  and  their  places  filled  up  from  amongst  the  most  necessitous 
of  those  at  present  unprovided  for. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  G.  BEASLEY, 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  received  at  the  Council  Meeting  held 
September  19th.  I  had  the  Small-pox  hospital  at  Tividale  repaired, 
fumigated,  and  washed— first  with  Carbolic  Acid  and  water  and  after¬ 
wards  with  lime  wash.  The  bed-steads  and  all  furniture  were  also 
washed  with  a  strong  solution  of  Carbolic  Acid.  New  bedding  and 
bed  clothes  were  purchased.  Two,  afterwards  increased  to  four,  trained 
Nurses,  Scullery-maid,  Laundry-maid,  and  Ward-maid  in  addition  to  the 
Matron  were  engaged.  And  on  September  26th  patients  were  admitted 
to  the  wards.  Since  that  date  Forty-two  cases  have  been  admitted  into 
the  hospital.  Six  of  them  died  there  giving  a  death  rate  of  14-3  per 
cent.  Whilst  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  two  treated  at  their  homes 
thirty  two  died  giving  a  death  rate  of  21  •  per  cent. 

PROBABLE  CAUSES. 

I  am  unable  to  point  to  any  one  thing  in  particular  as  the  cause  of 
is  epidemic,  but  there  are  a  number  of  causes  which  both  individually 
and  collectively  may  account  for  the  bulk  of  the  cases. 

My  attention  was  first  given  to  the  food-supply  especially  to  milk 
and  Fish.  J 

MILR.  d  his  is  supplied  by  a  number  of  small  cow-keepers  whose 
cow  sheds  and  storage-rooms  are  not  as  a  rule  up  to  the 
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required  standard,  but  the  supply  is  so  varied,  scarcely  any 
two  of  the  cases  obtaining  their  milk  from  the  same  source, 
that  I  had  to  discard  this. 

FISH.  Mussels  and  oysters  were  rather  freely  indulged  in  by  many  of 
the  patients  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  the  supply  of 
this  commodity  is  still  more  varied  than  that  of  the  milk. 

WATER.  The  district  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water 
Works  Company’s  Water  in  a  great  measure,  but  there  are 
still  a  number  of  wells  in  use.  The  S.S.W.W.  Co’s  Water 
has  been  analysed  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically  on 
several  occasions,  and  each  time  was  passed  as  a  safe 
potable  but  not  a  first-rate  water  The  wells  on  the  other 
hand  are  as  a  rule  in  close  proximity  to  the  surface-drains 
and  closets,  and  are  frequently  shallow  land-springs.  Seventy 
three  of  these  have  been  analysed  and  seventy  one  have 
been  condemned  and  closed.  Twenty  four  of  the  con¬ 
demned  wells  afforded  the  sole  water-supply  to  families  in 
which  fever  occurred. 

UNPAVED  YARDS.  The  paving  at  the  back  of  many  of  the  houses 
is  very  scanty  and  the  soil  close  to  the  back-doors  is 
frequently  very  foul,  being  saturated  with  soakage  and  filth, 
whilst  the  drainage  which  up  to  a  very  recent  date  has  been 
all  surface-drainage,  is  very  often  out  of  repair. 

PRIVIES  AND  MIDDENS.  The  old  objectionable  privy  and 
midden  are  general  in  this  district  and  are  as  a  rule 
especially  in  the  old  houses,  close  to  the  house  door.  Some 
are  in  blocks,  two  closets  discharging  into  one  middin,  and 
all  of  them  have  capacious  middens  which  are  emptied  at 
long  intervals.  These  closets  and  middens  often  become 
dilapidated,  either  by  tneir  antiquity  or  by  the  subsidence 
of  the  ground,  and  allow  the  contents  to  leak  out. 

PIG  KEEPING.  This  is  another  source  of  pollution  to  the  soil  and 
consequently  to  the  water,  and  is  also  a  fruitful  source  of 
the  surface-drains  being  contaminated,  as  the  old  pig-stys 
are  not  constructed  on  any  recognised  plan  and  consequently 
no  provision  is  made  for  their  effective  drainage,  they  are 
also  frequently  put  much  too  close  to  the  houses.  The 
same  remarks  apply  also  to  the  keeping  of  horses  and 
donkeys  in  unrecognised  and  improperly  constructed  stables. 
The  manure  both  from  the  pigs  and  other  animals  is 
frequently  put  in  the  midden  hole  and  complaints  are 
frequent  from  the  night-soil  contractors,  that  they  often  have 
to  empty  middens  which  are  partially  filled  with  pig-manure 
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and  slops.  When  not  put  in  the  midden,  the  manure  is 
placed  in  a  heap  near  the  pigsty,  and  the  soakage  from  it 
saturates  the  surrounding  soil. 


EXTENSIVE  SOIL  DIS1URBANCE.  This  may  be  a  coincidence 
but  if  so  it  is  rather  a  remarkable  one.  Deep  drainage 
operations  have  been  carried  out  throughout  the  district 
during  the  past  two  years.  I  he  bulk  of  the  cases  of  fever 
have  occurred  in  the  streets  in  which  these  operations  have 
been  conducted,  either  during  the  time  the  work  was  pro¬ 
ceeding  or  shortly  afterwards.  I  do  not  offer  any 
explanation  of  this  but  give  it  as  a  fact. 

MEANS  OF  PREVENTION. 

These  are  all  mentioned  in  the  three  special  report  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  except  Isolation  and  that  is  the  chief  one  on  which 
I  place  much  reliance,  Fumigation  of  houses  and  disinfection  of 
clothing  without  isolation  are  of  themselves  but  of  very  little  avail, 

but  when  combined  are  most  potent  agents  in  checking  infectious 
diseases. 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  was  1*07  per  1000  of  population 
and  the  rate  per  1000  of  population  attacked  was  5*99. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Four  cases  have  occurred  with  three  deaths.  The  cases  were  all 
disconnected.  The  usual  precautions  were  adopted  to  prevent  the 
disease  spreading. 


ERYSIPELAS 

Fifty  six  cases  have  been  reported  as  occuring  in  fifty  families  with 
one  death,  There  is  an  increase  of  eleven  over  the  number  of  cases 
reported  last  year.  The  majority  of  the  cases  have  been  of  a  very  mild 
type  and  consequently  the  deaths  from  it  are  proportionately  few. 

MEASLES 

Forty  four  deaths  have  been  registered  from  Measles — At  the  end 
of  the  last  year  an  epidemic  was  rife  at  Tividale  and  the  Board  Schools 
were  closed  for  a  month  prior  to  the  Xmas  holidays.  The  school  re¬ 
opened  after  the  holidays  with  a  greatly  improved  attendance  and  the 
disease  speedily  disappeaied  from  this  w'ard.  Two  deaths  were  recorded 
at  Tividale  in  January.  In  March  it  appeared  at  Black  Heath,  and  in 
April  it  became  epidemic  in  the  ward  and  one  death  occurred.  It 
was  necessary  to  close  the  Tump  Road  School  Infant’s  department  for 
a  month — I  reported  the  fact  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
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COPY  OF  REPORT 

April  29th,  1898 

The  Rt.  Honble.  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
Sir, 

I  have  to  report  the  outbreak  of  a  number  of  cases  of  Measles. 
On  November  25th,  1897,  1  reported  the  outbreak  of  an  epidemic  of 
Measles  at  Tividale,  especially  amongst  the  children  attending  the 
Tividale  Board  School.  These  Schools  were  closed  for  a  month,  and 
since  then  the  disease  has  been  practically  extinct  in  that  Ward. 
Within  the  last  few  weeks  it  has  reappeared,  chiefly  in  the  Black  Heath 
and  Old  Hill  Wards. 

On  April  22nd  eighty  eight  infants  were  absent  from  the  Infant 
Department  of  the  Tump  Road  Board  Schools,  Blackheath,  out  of  a 
total  of  three  hundred  and  four  children  on  the  register.  As  the 
disease  appeared  to  be  rapidly  extending,  I  advised  the  Clerk  and 
Chairman  of  the  Rowley  Regis  School  Board  to  close  this  department 
for  a  month.  On  April  24th.  the  school  was  closed  for  a  fortnight,  with 
the  promise  of  an  additional  fortnight  if  the  disease  did  not  shew  signs 
of  abatement  at  the  end  of  the  first  period.  Up  to  the  present  no 
deaths  have  occurred  outside  the  Tividale  Ward. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obediently, 

J.  G.  BEASLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Rowley 
Regis  Urban  District  Council. 

In  May  it  had  spread  to  Rowley  Regis,  Old  Hill  and  Cradley 
Heath  Wards,  and  the  following  schools  were  closed  in  consequence. 

Endowed  Schools,  Rowley  Regis.  Old  Hill  Infants  and  Girls. 
Tump  Road  both  departments.  Corngreaves  Infants,  uradley  Heath 
Infants  and  Girls.  Knowle  all  departments 

In  June  all  the  schools  reopened  at  the  specified  time,  with  a  very 
marked  improvement  in  the  attendance  in  all  the  schools  except  Cradley 
Heath  and  Corngreaves.  These  were  reclosed  for  a  further  fortnight. 

In  July  and  August  it  rapidly  subsided  and  was  practically  extinct 
at  the  beginning  of  September. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH 


rifteen  deaths  from  this  disease,  being  an  increase  of  seven  over 
last  years  returns.  It  was  scattered  over  the  whole  of  the  district  and 
was  most  prevalent  during  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

DIARRHOEA 


I  hirty  two  deaths  This  shows  a  decrease  of  three  in  last  years 
i  etui  ns.  I  Ins  disease  also  was  spread  over  the  whole  of  the  district. 
It  was  most  fatal  during  the  months  of  August  and  September 

INFLUENZA 


Six  deaths.  It  was  prevalent  throughout  the  district,  chiefly  during 
the  first  quaitei  of  the  year.  Abdominal  symptoms  were  very’  frequently 
noticed  similar  to  the  early  stages  of  Enteric  Fever. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  Zymotic 
diseases  during  the  last  sixteen  years. 


Cause  of  Death. 

1883 

OC 

CO 

1885 

Small  Pox 

5 

I 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

43 

33 

15 

Measles 

9 

1 7 

32 

Diphtheria 
Wh’ping  C’gh 

1 

1 

5 

55 

2 

1 1 

Contd.  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Typhoid  ,, 

6 

1 1 

3 

Diarrhoea 

19 

19 

17 

Croup 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

c 

0 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

Cholera 

0 

0 

0 

P’peral  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

US 

84' 

86 

1886 

1 

GO  1 

1S88 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

3 

1 

5 

7 

2 

7 

2 

6 

17 

23 

7 

59 

12 

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

O 

20 

4 

57 

i5 

1 1 

8 

H 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

4 

1 

9 

O 

9 

3 

1 7 

17 

17 

0 

3 

28 

19 

10 

2 

5 

6 

5 

12 

r 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

O 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

r 

12 

21 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

5i 

50 

1 10 

46 

1 18 

72 

83 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1  00 

1  oc 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10 

25 

14 

14 

8 

5 

33 

8 

50 

0 

45 

0 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

28 

7 

25 

27 

8 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

5 

'■y 

a 

6 

4 

38 

26 

9 

24 

12 

35 

32 

13 

8 

4 

6 

4 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

16 

3 

10 

8 

9 

6 

2 

0 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

z> 

io4 

80 

104 

127 

79 

J5i 

PREVENTATIVE  MEASURES  ADOPTED 

With  the  exception  of  Isolation  of  Enteric  Fever  Cases  in  the  old 
Small  Pox  hospital  at  Tividale,  they  are  the  same  as  mentioned  in  my 
last  annual  report,  viz  :  — 


V  lsiting  each  case  as  soon  as  possible  after  notification,  supplying 
disinfectant*,  issuing  a  circular  warning  patients  against  exposmg  them¬ 
selves  in  public  before  they  are  free  from  the  disease,  and  before  the 
house  and  clothing  have  been  fumigated;  preventing  children  from 
infected  houses  attending  School  ;  cleansing  and  white  washin°'  all 
dirty  or  infected  houses  ;  fumigating  all  infected  houses,  clothing,  &etc. 
with  sulphur  fumes;  cleansing  diains  and  water  courses,  insisting  on  a. 
pure  water  supply  in  all  suspicious  cases,  and  removing  all  Smallpox 
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cases  to  hospital,  disinfecting  by  Steam  Disinfector  any  clothing 
bedding,  etc,  of  any  parishioner  who  is  willing  to  pay  a  fee  of  10/  tor 
so  doing.  Infected  articles  from  Enteric  Fever  disinfected  free  of 
charge.  Valuable  information  is  obtained  from  the  head  teachers  of  the 
Elementary  Schools,  supplying  me  (gratuitously)  weekly,  with  returns 
of  the  number  of  scholars  absent  from  their  respective  schools  from  any 
infectious  disease.  This  information  is  extremely  useful  in  the  unnotified 
infectious  diseases.  I  here  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  them  for  the 
uniform  kindness  and  readiness  with  which  they  have  complied  with  my 
wishes. 

Epitome  of  Sanitary  Work  for  the  past  year, 

DEEP  DRAINAGE 

The  whole  of  the  district  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the 
Rowley  Regis  Ward  is  now  laid  with  collecting  sewers  and  a  vast  amount 
of  work  has  been  done  in  making  house  connections.  This  work  is 
still  in  progress.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr  W  Whitworth  our  Assistant 
Engineer  for  the  following  Notes  on  House  Connections  made  in 
Rowley  Regis  District  between  June  1st  and  Decembet  3isb  189^ 

“  Seven  hundred  connections  have  been  made  to  the  sewers  in 
Cradley  Heath  and  Old  Hill  Wards.  Approximately  these  have  taken 
twenty  eight  thousand  six  inch  pipes,  Eleven  thousand  four  inch  pipes, 
and  three  thousand  gullies  to  construct,  one  gulley  being  put  to  each 
house.  During  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  it  has  been  found 
absolutely  necessary  to  relay  most  of  the  brick  sinks  to  Wash-houses 
This  has  been  done  with  blue  paving  bricks  and  blue  plinth  bricks  set 
in  cement.  The  brick  chase  used  as  outlet  to  the  sinks  has  been 
entirely  substituted  with  two  inch  Earthenware  Sink  Pipes 

In  order  to  get  as  much  yard-water  which  can  be  called  sewerage, 
into  the  gullies,  the  relaying  of  the  yard  paving  has  been  found  in¬ 
separable  from  the  work  of  drainage  and  in  many  cases  it  has  been 
advisable  to  put  down  new  blue  paving. ” 

CELLAR  DRAINAGE 

In  exceptional  cases  cellars  are  still  drained  into  the  Sewer.  I  his 
question  is  coming  before  the  notice  of  the  Council  at  an  early  date, 
when  I  trust  this  dangerous  practice  will  be  stopped,  as  however  care¬ 
fully  cellars  are  connected  with  sewers  there  is  always  a  possibility  of 
admitting  sewer-gas  into  the  house. 

NIGHTSOIL 

Although  great  zeal  is  exercised  in  working  this  department,  the 
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system  and  the  work  is  under  many  disadvantages,  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view.  I  he  present  tips  are  being  rapidly  filled  up  and  are 
becoming  most  unsavoury  mounds.  New  sites  for  tips  are  becoming 
very  difficult  to  obtain  as  building  operations  are  being  carried  out 
extensively  throughout  the  parish — The  work  is  very  apt  to  get  into 
arrears  especially  during  wet  weather  when  the  men  are  unable  to  work. 
1  he  work  when  done  must  of  necessity  pollute  the  soil  in  the  immediate 

neighbourhood  of  the  property  from  which  the  night-soil  is  removed _ • 

1  he  most  feasible  method  of  remedying  this  state  of  affairs,  is  the 
substitution  of  water  carriage  for  the  present  system  In  furtherance  of 
this,  Water  Closets  are  being  substituted  for  all  dilapidated  and  in¬ 
sanitary  Midden  Closets,  and  all  new  houses  are  to  be  provided  with 
V\  atei  Closets.  I  hold,  that  when  a  Midden  has  received  the  excrement 
fioin  an  Enteric  fever  Patient,  that  that  midden  is  irretrievably  con¬ 
taminated  and  is  a  perpetual  source  of  danger,  and  I  invariably  advise 
the  Council  to  give  orders  for  a  Water  Closet  to  replace  it.  Mr 
Whitworth  has  given  me  the  following  information. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  five  privies  have  been  converted  into 
Water  Closets  and  thirty  five  Water  Closets  have  been  put  to  new 
buildings  in  the  district.  A  wash  down  pedestal  closet  with  pitch  pine 
polished  seat  is  being  generally  used. 

In  addition  twenty  stop-water  closets  have  been  put  to  property  in 
the  district  The  jointing  of  pipes  is  now  done  in  all  cases  with  Gaskin 
and  Portland  Cement.” 


PAVING  FOOTPATHS 

This  necessary  work  is  still  being  carried  on  throughout  the  Parish. 

DIAGNOSIS  OF  DIPHTHERIA 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Council  of  Mason’s 
College,  Birmingham  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  for  the 
Bacteriological  Examination  of  Secretions  or  Membranes  taken  from  the 
throats  of  patients  supposed  to  be  suffering  from  that  disease.  Noti¬ 
fication  of  this  arrangement  has  been  sent  to  all  the  Medical  Practitioners 
in  the  District,  and  the  necessary  swabs,  tubes  and  cases  have  been 
obtained.  Very  few  of  the  Medical  men  have  applied  to  me  for  the 
necessary  apparatus.  Up  to  the  present  time  diagnosis  of  one  case  only 
has  been  confirmed, 

MORTUARY  FOR  TIVIDALE 

This  has  not  yet  been  built  although  the  plans  for  it  have  been 
prepared  some  considerable  time  and  tenders  are  now  out  for  its  com¬ 
pletion.  Some  legal  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  acquirement  of  the  site 
has  been  the  chief  cause  of  the  delay. 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

Soon  after  the  Council  decided  to  use  the  Small  Pox  hospital  at 
Tividale  for  Enteric  Fever  cases  it  was  found,  that  although  doing  good 
service,  the  building  was  sadly  inadequate  to  the  requirements,  and 
negotiations  were  entered  upon  between  the  Council  and  an  Engineering 
Firm  to  provide  an  Iron  Hospital  of  thirty  bed  to  be  erected  immed¬ 
iately  near  the  site  of  the  present  hospital.  Before  this  could  be 
carried  into  effect  a  communication  was  received  from  the  County 
Medical  Officer  proposing  a  new  scheme  for  a  joint  hospital.  1  he 
Council  accepted  the  proposal  and  is  now  awaiting  the  developement 
of  the  scheme. 

AMBULANCE  CARRIAGE 

The  conveyance  until  lately  used  to  convey  patients  to  the  hospital, 
was  so  unsatisfactory  that  it  was  decided  to  obtain  a  new  one  A 
Brougham  Ambulance  has  been  purchased  from  Messrs  Wilson  and 
Stockall  Bury,  Lancashire,  which  is  much  appreciated  by  those  whose 
misfortunes  compel  them  to  use  it. 

ENTERIC  FEVER 

A  severe  epidemic  of  Enteric  Fever  has  been  prevalent  throughout 
the  district  during  the  whole  of  the  year.  I  he  Council  finding  that 
ordinary  preventatives  were  not  sufficient  to  combat  it  lesolved  on 
isolating  all  cases.  For  this  purpose  the  hospital  at  Tividale,  formerly 
used  for  Small  pox  cases  only  was  requisitioned  and  after  being  repaned 
and  refurnished  as  far  as  necessary  and  practicable,  was  opened  on 
September  26th.  Four  trained  nurses,  Ward  maid,  and  Laundry-maid 
in  addition  to  the  Matron  were  engaged,  and  all  patients  who  were  in  a 
condition  to  stand  the  journey  were  removed  to  it.  As  none  of  the 
patients,  either  from  actual  poverty,  or  on  account  of  the  nature  and 
duration  of  the  iliness  are  in  a  position  to  pay  for  their  maintenance 
whilst  in  the  hospital,  the  Local  Authority  will  have  to  bear  the  whole 
of  the  cost,  unless  the  old  agreement  between  the  Council  and  the 
Dudley  Board  of  Guardians  is  carried  out.  I  congratulate  the  Council 
that  they  hold  to  this  fact— that  the  primary  consideration  of  a  Sanitary 
authority  should  be  the  prevention  of  disease,  and  that  the  recovery  of 
the  patients  and  the  stamping  out  of  the  disease  supersedes  all  other 
considerations,  and  many  of  the  usual  formalities  with  regard  to 
expenditure  have  of  necessity  to  be  dispensed  with.  I  trust  that  the 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  two  Boards  will  be  bridged  over  and 
that  an  amicable  arrangement  will  be  arrived  at. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Seventy  nine  samples  of  water  have  been  analysed  viz  Samples 
from  seventy  three  wells.  Five  of  tap  water  and  one  from  a  spring. 


Seventy  one  of  the  wells  have  been  condemned  whilst  the  tap-water  and 
spring  were  passed.  Five  hundred  and  forty  one  houses  have  been 
supplied  with  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  Co’s  Water. 


1  urner’s  Hill,  Portway  and  Throne  are  in  the  same  condition  as 
mentioned  in  my  previous  report.  The  Council  were  hopeful  by  having 
the  matter  settled  ere  this,  but  the  Water  Works  Company  now  demand 
an  increased  sum  of  money  than  previously  asked  for,  and  the 
negotiations  have  consequently  been  prolonged,  but  the  Council  hope 
to  effect  an  arrangement  very  shortly. 

Whiteheath,  Hayseech  and  a  portion  of  Springfield  Lane  are  also 
waterless  areas,  but  negotiations  have  been  entered  on  with  the  South 
Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company  for  their  supply, 

INSANITARY  AREAS 

1 IBBE  1  1 ’S  GARDENS.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Council  have 
not  succeeded  in  carrying  out  their  proposed  improvement 
scheme  of  this  area. 

SHEPHERD’S  FOLD.  The  deep  drainage  of  this  locality  is  to  be 
commenced  in  the  early  part  of  the  next  year. 

INSANITARY  HOUSES 

Nine  orders  have  been  served  on  owners  to  close  their  houses,  the 
same  being  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Two  of  the  houses  Nos.  64 
and  65  Bannister  Street  have  been  demolished.  One  an  uninhabited 
house  in  Halesowen  Street  remains  closed,  and  six  have  been  repaired 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Inspector. 

OVERCROWDING 

Sixteen  cases  have  been  reported  to  the  Council  and  orders  have 
been  issued  in  each  case.  Twtlve  of  them  have  been  carried  out,  and 
four  of  them  are  still  uncomplied  with  on  account  of  the  impossibility 
of  the  people  obtaining  other  accommodation.  Building  operations  are 
being  carried  out  very  extensively  in  the  parish  yet  the  demand  for 
more  houses  increases.  Many  of  the  new  houses  are  taken  before  tne 
roof  is  oh. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  &  MILK-SHOPS. 

Recent  inspections  reveal  the  fact  that  the  greater  number  of  these 
establishments  are  very  much  below  the  required  standard,  and  that 
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considerable  supervision  over  these  businesses  will  be  necessary, 
especially  over  those  that  have  been  in  existence  for  some  years.  Before 
any  fresh  licenses  are  granted,  a  plan  should  be  furnished  to  the  Council 
showing  the  nature  of  the  buildings  and  stating  the  number  of  animals 
proposed  to  be  kept.  The  prevalence  of  Tuberculosis  in  milking  cows 
throughout  the  country  points  to  the  necessity  of  exceptional  steps 
being  taken  for  eliminating  from  the  stock  cows  so  affected.  I  his  I 
think  would  best  be  accomplished  by  appointing  a  Veterinary  surgeon 
as  Inspector  of  Cows,  Cowsheds,  and  Dairies  to  a  conjoint  area. 

The  matter  of  condensed  separated  milk,  is  also  one  needing  strict 
attention,  and  I  trust  the  Board  of  Agriculture  will  be  able  to  devise 
means  of  insuring  that  the  quantity  of  nourishing  matter  in  each  pint 
of  condensed  milk  as  compared  with  new  milk  may  be  stated  on  each 

tin  sold  in  this  country. 

INSPECTION  UNDER  FACTORY  ACT 

Ten  inspections  of  new  Factories  have  been  made,  and  con¬ 
traventions  of  the  Act  were  found  in  four  of  them.  One  at  Oldbury 
Road  has  been  closed  as  totally  unfit  for  occupation.  Two  have  com¬ 
plied  with  the  order  to  supply  sufficient  Water-closet  accommodation 
and  one  has  complied  with  the  order  to  provide  a  proper  water-supp  y. 

PROSECUTION  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 

Mr.  Reuben  Rhodes,  of  Gilbert  Street  Tividale,  was  summonsed 
for  the  recovery  of  the  cost  of  fixing  two  W  ater-closets  at  his  pioperty 
at  Tividale,  he  having  failed  to  comply  with  the  Council  s  order  to 
provide  the  same.  An  order  was  made  for  the  money  to  be  paid. 

UNWHOLESOME  MEAT 

On  August  26th,  28  lbs  of  meat  in  an  advanced  state  of  decom 
position  was  seized  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  F.  Attwood,  Halesowen  Street, 
Blackheath.  No  prosecution  was  undertaken,  but  Mr.  Attwood  was 
cautioned  by  the  Council. 

On  May  7th.  Margaret  Davies,  of  Great  Bridge,  was  fined  £10 
and  costs  for  exposing  31  lbs  of  meat  for  sale,  the  same  being  unfit  for 
for  the  use  of  man.  On  the  same  date  Wffilter  Bate,  of  White  Heath 
was  fined  £5  and  costs  for  a  similar  offence, 
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VACCINATION. 


PARISH  OF  ROWLEY  REGIS. 

Vaccination  Returns  for  the  Year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1893. 


No.  i  District. 
No.  2  District 


Total  Number  of  Births 

Successfully  Vaccinated  by  Public  Vaccinator 
5?  „  Private  Practitioners 

,,  Public  Vaccinator 

jj  ,,  Private  Practitioners 

Insusceptible  of  Vaccination 
Died  Unvaccinated 

Certificates  of  Conscientious  Objection 
Postponed  by  Medical  Certificate  ... 
Left  the  District  and  not  Vaccinated 


1 336 
i  72 
142 
32 
439 
7 
94 
1 

29 

420 


'336 


This  statement  is  supplied  by  Mr.  L.  B.  Allen,  Vaccination  Officer. 
1  he  number  of  Unvaccinated  children  has  been  increasing  the  last  few 
years,  but  this  year  it  is  almost  double  that  tor  the  preceeding  year, 
and  under  the  new  law,  will,  I  am  afraid  still  further  increase.  The 
Claimants  for  Exemption  from  Vaccination  at  present  are  not  so 
numerous  in  this  as  in  many  other  Districts.  The  explanation  of  this 
fact  I  think  is  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  ignorant  of  the  provision 
ot  the  New  Act.  Many  of  those  who  now  claim  exemption  do  so 
without  any  real  knowledge  of  what  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  of 
the  operation  are,  but  simply  act  on  prejudice.  I  again  reiterate  my 
frequently  expressed  opinion  that  vaccination  unless  thorough  is  but 
little  if  any  protection  against  Small  Pox.  The  compulsory  clause  of 
the  Act  may  as  well  be  abolished,  as  to  allow  the  spirit  of  the  act  to  be 
evaded  by  vaccinating  so  as  to  produce  one  or  at  most  two  insufficient 
vessicles  as  is  now  done  to  such  a  large  extent. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  thank  all  the  Officers  of  the  Council  and 
the  Parish,  for  their  kindness  in  furnishing  me  with  information  for  this 
report,  and  I  wish  especially  to  thank  Mr.  I)  Wright,  Mr  Brettle,  Mr. 
Barnsley,  Mr.  W  Whitworth,  Messrs  J  &  T  Williams  and  Mr.  D  Darby, 
also  Dr.  Fairweather  of  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley.  My  hearty  thanks 
are  also  due  to  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  various  Elementary  schools 
throughout  the  parish  for  supplying  me  gratuitously  with  weekly  returns 
of  the  numbers  of  Scholars  absent  from  School  through  Infectious 
Diseases. 

I  append  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  and  the  schedules  of 
work  done  in  his  and  in  the  Surveyor’s  departments. 
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The  Surveyor  wishes  me  to  state  that  the  pipes  laid  by  the  Sewerage 
Contractors,  or  those  used  in  making  house  connections  are  not  included 
in  his  returns. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  G.  BEASLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Rowley 
Regis  Urban  District  Council. 
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Rowley  Regis  Urban  District  Council. 


INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1898. 


Total  Inspections  made 

6105 

Nuisances  abated 

399 

Ashpits  emptied 

*  *  *  8559 

Closets  emptied 

11281 

Loads  of  refuse  from  above  closets 

and  ashpits  20848 

Houses  disinfected 

311 

Houses  lime-washed 

65 

Persons  supplied  with  disinfectants 

340 

Slaughter-houses  limewashed 

40 

Ashpits  covered  in 

5  l7 

Closets  built 

*  •  •  <^.2 

„  repaired 

...  27 

,,  removed 

8 

Ashpits  repaired 

1  i 

Cowsheds  inspected 

81 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

71 

Canal  Boats  ... 

161 

Wells  condemned 

71 

Workshops  cleansed 

t  •  •  i|. 

Factories  and  Workshops  inspected 

I  O 

ELIJAH  T.  BARNSLEY, 

Inspector. 


Febrnary,  1899. 
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SUMMARY  of  SANITARY  WORN  done  in  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances 5  Department  during  the  year  i8p8 ,  in  the  Urban  District 
of  Rowley  Regis ,  Staffordshire. 


Inspections 

and 

Dbservat.ions 

made 

Formal 
Notices  by 
Authority 

Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice 

*73 

Foul  Conditions 

r 

s»7 

135 

x35 

a 

Structural  Defects 

22 

2  2 

22 

—  _  0  1 
11^1 

Overcrowding 

l6 

1 6 

16 

fc  go 
05“ 

Unfit  for  Habitation 

7 

7 

7 

A 

'■Lodging-houses 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

71 

• — 

— 

Cowsheds 

81 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter  houses 

40 

2 

2 

Canal  Boats 

16 1 

10 

10 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

4809 

6  t 

61 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 

38 

17 

17 

Water  Closets 

79 

— 

— 

© 

© 

(Defective  Traps 

9 

4 

4 

□3  Oj 

|  No  Disconnection 

— 

— 

— 

5  o3 

HH  U 

Q 

lOther  Faults 

3 

3 

0 

Water  Supply 

217 

7i 

7i 

Pigsties 

1.34 

37 

37 

Animals  improperly  kept 

18 

r3 

13 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

- — - 

Smoke  Nuisances 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

• — 

Totals 

6293 

399 

399 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  food 
Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  Pound  Adulterated 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use  ... 


I  Nos. 

'J 


•  79 

•  71 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  ...  212 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  •  ••  31 1 

Schools  ditto  ditto  ...  ...  — 

Prosecutions  for  not  notifying  existence  of  Infectious  Disease  — 
Convictions  ditto  ditto  ...  — 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  thi  ngs  ...  - 
Convictions  ditto  ditto  ...  — 


NOTE.— Where  an  inspection  or  Notice  embraces  more  than  one  defect 
it  may  be  enumerated  separately  as  regards  each  such  defect 

Signed  E.  T.  BARNSLEY, 

P'ebruary,  1899.  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


4 1 

Schedule  of  Work  done  in  the  Surveyor’s  department 
during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1898 

Rowley  Regis  Urban  District  Council. 

Pipes  laid  by  Roadmen  in  the  year  1898 

20  yards  of  6in.  Pipes  at  Oakham 


20 

91 

6in. 

9  ' 

Powke  Lane 

28 

5  ? 

6in. 

5  5 

Gipsy  Lane 

50 

1  9 

1  2  i  n . 

1 « 

9  1 

30 

59 

6in. 

5  ' 

Gorstv  Hill 

3° 

?5 

6in. 

ij 

Powke  Lane 

20 

5  5 

9in 

•  1 

*  5 

3° 

95 

6in. 

95 

5  9 

30 

55 

6in. 

59 

Brook  Lane 

1 0 

5  ' 

1 8  i  n 

5  • 

Lomey  Town 

10 

1  1 

6in. 

51 

Rowley  Road 

1 0 

M 

6in. 

5  > 

Halesowen  Road 

64 

1  J 

9m. 

5i 

Spring  Meadow 

10 

6in. 

1  5 

Powke  Lane 

TO 

9 1 

6in. 

5? 

Gipsy  Lane 

20 

392 

« 5 

'Potal 

9ln> 

s 

9  ' 

Halesowen  Road 

The  following:  houses  have  been  supplied  with  8  8. 
W  W.  Go’s  wster  during:  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1893. 


January 

14 

August 

26 

February 

1 7 

September 

38 

March 

85 

October 

89 

April 

36 

November 

118 

May 

13 

December 

32 

June 

1 0 

— 

July 

63 

Totals 

54i 

4* 


Kerbing  and  Channelling  laid  during  the  year  1898. 


January 

200 

yards 

February 

200 

l  ? 

March 

200 

5> 

60 

5  * 

A pril 

200 

55 

May 

132 

55 

June 

68 

5  5 

July 

250 

55 

200 

•  5 

August 

5° 

*  5 

September 

100 

55 

3°° 

55 

October 

1  2  G 

55 

1  2  5 

5  5 

25 

51 

November 

85 

55 

3° 

55 

185 

*5 

December 

265 

55 

2  7  9  5 

To 

in  Grainger’s  Lane 

Corngreaves  Road 

Corngreaves  Road 
Dog  Lane 

Corngreaves  Road 

Newtown  Lane 

Newtown  Lane 

Powke  Lane 
Lomey  Town 

Powke  Lane 

Powke  Lane 
Waterfall  Lane 

Holly  Road 
Halesowen  Road 
Waterfall  Lane 

Halesowen  Road 
Birmingham  Road 
Rowley  Road 

Rowley  Road 


List  of  ditches  cleaned  out  by  the  Roadmen  in  year  1898. 


January  IIO  var(js  m  Lower  Chapel  Street,  Tividale 
146  ,,  in  the  Throne  Road 

62  ,,  in  Mott  Street,  Blackheath 


February  x  ^  2  , , 

67  o 


a"  Hayseech,  Old  Hill 
in  Lower  Chapel  Street,  Tividale 


March 


32  ,.  at  the  back  of  Cooksey’s  Hotel,  Old  Hill 


43 


April 

84 

102 

37 

May 

53 

June 

246 

256 

\ 

161 

1226 

37 

July 

MS 

2  1  T 

I  I  I 

37 

August 

262 

326 

235 

37 

32 

September 

41 

176 

October 

33 

December 

24 

4446 

84  yards  at  the  back  of  Elbow  Street,  Old  Hi! 
in  Lower  Chapel  Street,  Tividale 
at  Beauty  Bank,  Old  Hill 


55 


>5 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 


>5 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 


at  Ross,  Blackheath 

in  the  Throne  Road 
at  Oakham 

in  the  Boundary  ditch  at  Blackheath 
at  Oakham 

at  Beauty  Bank,  Old  Hill 

in  the  Oldbury  Road,  Blackheath 
in  Mincing  Lane 
in  Lower  Chapel  Street 
at  Beauty  Bank 

in  the  Throne  Road 

in  Gipsy  Lane,  Tividale 

in  the  Oldbury  Road,  Blackheath 

at  Beauty  Bank,  Old  Hill 

at  the  back  of  Cooksey’s  Hotel,  Old  Hill 

at  Ross,  Blackheath 

in  the  Boundary  ditch  at  Blackheath 

in  Halesowen  Road,  Near  Pig  Lane 

at  Ross,  Blackheath 


Totals. 


r 


